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cure the sick, and feed the happy. It is a precious and beautiful
ornament to the region. Born on Agastya hill, brought by th9
great sage to the earth it touches several sacred places and finally
joins the south sea, her husband. Bones of dead animals buried
in the river are steps leading to heaven. Those who partake of
any food grown with the waters of Suvarnamukhi, or those who
drink of its waters will not be affected by sins. Any person who
bathes in this river once atleast, following the prescribed rituals,
earns the merit of ten million dips in the holy river Ganga. As
Govinda among the Gods, Moon among the stars, Himalaya
among the mountains, so is Suvarnamukhi among the rivers,

. One who recites the following sloka after having a dip
in the Suvarnamukhi gets purified :

' "Agastyachala sambhootam Dakshinodadhi gammecm
Samasta Papa hanthrecm twam Suvarna mukhareem srayem Maha-
pataka viplushtam Catram mama tavodakyh Kshalayami Jaga..
ddhatri sreyasa yo jayasuamam."

A holy dip in the sacred Suvarnamukhi on festive occa-
sions is specially meritorious. Donation of land of the size of
a cow^s foot even confers merit equal to gift of the entire earth.
Similarly donation of cows. Meditation, penance or sacrifice, or
worshipping Gods or the souls of the deceased parents made on
the banks of river Suvarnamukhi would endow a hundred fold
merit. If on the day Agastya star rises on the cast every year
one performs a holy religious performance on the banks of the
river after a dip in it and donates a goldca icon of Agastya, he
acquires a permanent "^placc in the realm of Brahma. The icon
may be according to the capacity of the donor.

The first and foremost of the water sources of Snvarna"
mukhi is Agastya teertha. A dip in it eradicates all sins  Gifts